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FROM THE BOOKSHELF #126 FEBRUARY 3, 1976 
RAY KABAKER 


“GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE ANERICAN REVOLUTION" 
—BY_ BURKE DAVIS 
CADVANCED FOR WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY, FEB 16.) 


ANNCR:?: THE VOICE OF AHERICA BRINGS YOU NOW. . »FROM THE 
BOOKSHELF, . . WEEKLY REPORTS ON BOOKS AMERICANS 
ARE READING. TODAY, IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY <= A 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY ON FEBRUARY 16 == OF AMERICA'S 
FIRST PRESIDENT AND THE LEADER OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION, GEORGE WASHINGTON, RAY KABAKER*S REPORT 
ON A NEW BOOK BY HISTORIAN BURKE DAVIS. THE BOOK 


IS "GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION" 


AND IT IS PUBLISHED BY RANDOM HOUSE, HERE IS BOOK 


E R "GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION" 


DITOR: 

C) FOCUSSES ON AMERICA'S REVOLUTIONARY WAR, IN THE 
PERSPECTIVE OF THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF THAT CONFLICT, 

V A GREAT MANY BOOKS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT GEORGE 

A WASHINGTON «= MORE THAN ABOUT ANY OTHER AMERICAN, 
THE AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK == A HISTORIAN WHO LIVES AT 
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG, THE RESTORED EARLY CAPITAL 
OF VIRGINIA WHICH IS NOW A KIND OF LIVING MUSEUM -- 
HAS CHOSEN TO LET THE RECORD SPEAK PRETTY MUCH FOR 
ITSELF. THERE IS VERY LITTLE INTERPRETATION, ANALYSIS 
OR OPINION IN THE NARRATIVE, BUT THE EFFECT OF THIS 
CLOSE-UP PORTRAIT OF PERSON AND PERIOD IS AN 
ACCUMULATION OF INSIGHTS AND IMAGERY, THAT GIVES THE 


EDITOR: 
CCONT 'D) 


VOICE: 
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BOOK THE FEEL OF A NOVEL HORE THAN THE WEIGHT OF A 
HISTORY TEXT. AND WHILE THE WEALTH OF DETAIL ON 

THE SKIRMISHES AND BATTLES THAT GENERAL WASHINGTON 
COMMANDED WILL PLEASE THE MILITARY BUFF CENTHUSIAST) 
IT IS THE MINO'S VISION OF WASHINGTON HIMSELF THAT 
DOMINATES, WE SEE HIM: TALL, STERN, WILLFUL IN 

THE SADDLE == AND YES, MORE OFTEN ON A SNOW-WHITE 
HORSE == FLAGRANTLY RIDING THE FRONT LINES, LEADING, 
DARING ENEMY FIRE TO FIND HIM, HE WAS NEVER WOUNDED, 
AND IT IS EASY TO SEE HOW HIS SOLDIERS CREATED THEIR 
MYTHS ABOUT THEIR GENERAL. BURKE RECOUNTS AN 
INCIDENT DURING A SKIRMISH IN 1777, A BATTLE GOING 


BADLY FOR WASHINGTON'S ILL=TRAINED TROOPS: 


"WASHINGTON AND TWO AIDES RODE PAST THE WAITING 
CAROLINA BRIGADE, WHERE THE GENERAL WAS CHALLENGED 
BY YOUNG JOHN BRANTLY, ‘°AN ILL=BRED SOLDIER FROM 
DEEP RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA.* BRANTLY MOVED TOWARD 


THE GENERAL, SOMEWHAT UNSTEADILY, BRANDISHING A JUG. 
"WON'T YOU DRINK WINE WITH A SOLDIER?! 
‘MY GOD, BOY, THIS IS NO TIME FOR DRINKING WINE,' 


“BRANTLY SHOUTED, *GOD ALMIGHTY, DAMN YOUR PROUD 


SOUL! YOU'RE ABOVE DRINKING WITH SOLDIERS?! 


"WASHINGTON WHEELED HIS HORSE. "COME,' HE SAID, ‘I'LL 
DRINK WITH YOU." HE LIFTED THE JUG TO HIS MOUTH AND 


THEN HELD IT OUT TO THE SOLDIER, 


VOICE: 
CCONT'D) 


EDITOR: 
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“BRANTLY SHOOK HIS HEAD, ‘GIVE IT TO YOUR SERVANTS, * 
HE SAID, WHEN THE TWO COLONELS HAD TASTED THE WINE, 
BRANTLY GRINNED UP AT THE GENERAL. ‘NOW,' HE SAID 
EMPHATICALLY, *I*LtL BE DAMNED IF I DON'T SPEND THE 
LAST DROP OF MY HEART'S BLOGD FOR YoU,! 


"WASHINGTON RODE AVAY INTO THE FOG," 


AND ALL THROUGH THE PERIOD BEFORE FRANCE SENT MILITARY 
HELP, WHEN WASHINGTON WAS UNDER PERSONAL ATTACK FROM 
RIVALS, DETRACTORS AND JEALOUS GENERALS, SLANDERED BY 
ANONYHOUS LETTERS TO CONGRESS, HIS RESPONSE WAS BLUNTED 
FOR A GREATER CAUSE. "MY CAUTION TO AVOID ANYTHING 
WHICH COULD INJURE THE SERVICE," HE WROTE, "PREVENTED 
ME FROM COMMUNICATING, BUT TO A VERY FEW OF MY FRIENDS, 
THE INTRIGUES OF A FACTION WHICH I KNOW WAS FORMED 


AGAINST ME," 


AND YET, HE WAS A FORCEFUL AND STRICT LEADER. HE 
IMPLEMENTED STERN PUNISHMENT FOR BAD BEHAVIOR AMONG 

HIS TROOPS, AND HE INSISTED ON THE EXECUTION OF 

THE BRITISH MAJOR ANDRE, THE CONSPIRATOR WHO JOINED 

THE TURNCOAT AMERICAN GENERAL, GENEDICT ARNOLD, IN 

THE BETRAYAL OF WEST POINT, DESPITE POPULAR APPEALS 

THAT ANDRE*S LIFE BE SPARED, ANDO ONCE, WHEN A SUBORDINATE 
GENERAL FAILED TO FOLLOW ORDERS, WASHINGTON VENTED SUCH 


OUTRAGE THAT HIS CURSING WOULD COUNT AS A BLESSING: 
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VOICE: “WASHINGTON ROARED, "WHATEVER YOUR OPINIONS, SIR, I 
EXPECT MY ORDERS TO BE OBEYED! IF YOU DID NOT BELIEVE 
IN THE ATTACK, YOU OUGHT NOT TO HAVE UNDERTAKEN IT$* 
LEE PROTESTED ONCE MCRE THAT HIS PLAN OF ATTACK 


HAD BEEN FOILED BY DISOSESIENT SUBORDINATES, 


"WASHINGTON CURSED LEE IN A FURY, GENERAL SCOTT 
CHERISHED A LONG MEMORY THAT WASHINGTON ‘SWORE TILL 
THE LEAVES SHOOK ON THE TREES. CHARMING’ DELIGHTFUL$ 
NEVER HAVE I ENJOYED SUCH SWEARING. HE SWORE LIKE AN 


ANGEL FROM HEAVENS!" 


EDITOR: WHEN WASHINGTON ACCEPTED THE SURRENDER OF THE BRITISH 
COMMANDER, LORD CORNWALLIS, AT YORKTOWN, VIRGINIA, 
HE HAD BEEN IN COMMAND OF THE CONTINENTAL ARMY SIX 
AND A HALF YEARS AND HE WAS NEARLY FIFTY YEARS OLD, 
HE HAD COMMANDED ONLY A FEW CLEAR-CUT VICTORIES OVER 
THE BRITISH, AND HE NEEDED EVERY BIT OF THE FRENCH 
HELP HE RECEIVED ON LAND AND SEA. BUT AGAIN, AS BURKE 
DAVIS’ ACCOUNT MAKES CLEAR, IT WAS WASHINGTON'S INFLUENCE 
AS A MAN OF PRINCIPLE THAT SET THE STRONG COURSE FOR THE 
NEWLY=<INDEPENDENT NATION, WHEN HIS DISGRUNTLED OFFICERS 
GATHER TO DEMAND BACK PAY AND THREATEN TO iNTIMIDATE 
CONGRESS INTO MAKING UP FOR WARTIME DEFICIENCIES, 
WASHINGTON SEES THE SPECTRE OF MILITARY DICTATORSHIP, 
HE HAS ALREADY REJECTED A PROPOSAL THAT HE BE MADE KING, 
HE ENTREATS HIS OFFICERS NOT TO DESERT THEIR COUNTRY, 
OR TURN ARMS AGAINST IT, OR OPEN THE GATES OF CIVIL 


DISCOKD; 
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VOICE: “THIS WAS THE END OF HIS PREPARED SPEECH. WASHINGTON 
SENSED THAT HE HAD NOT CONVINCED HIS OFFICERS , WHO 
CONTINUED TO REGARD HIM COLDY. HE DREW FROM HIS 
POCKET A LETTER FROM THE VIRGINIA CONGRESSMAN, JOSEPH 
JONES, AND READ A FEW LINES, THEN HALTED TO PULL OUT 
A NEW PAIR OF SPECTACLES, WHICH MOST OF THE OFFICERS 
HAD NEVER SEEN HIM WEAR, ‘GENTLEMEN’ HE SAID, 'I HAVE 
GROWN GRAY IN YOUR SERVICE, AND NOW I AM GOING BLIND,' 
MAJOR SAMUEL SHAW WAS PROFOUNDLY IMPRESSED. ‘THERE WAS 


SOMETHING SO NATURAL, SO UNAFFECTED IN THIS APPEAL, IT 


FORCED ITS WAY INTO THE HEART.'/ SHAW NOTED THAT MOST 
OF THE MEN ABOUT HIM WERE BLINKING BACK TEARS, THAT THE 
GENERAL HAD WON THEM MERELY BY PUTTING ON HIS GLASSES, 


AND THAT HIS SIMPLE REMARK HAD ROMINDED THEM OF ALL THEY 


NSO 


HAD SUFFERED TOGETHER IN A WAY THAT NO ORATION COULD 


HAVE MATCHED." / 
ag a ee ee a 


EDITOR: | WASHINGTON PRESENTED CONGRESS WITH A BILL FOR HIS SERVICES 
6 AS COMMANDER=IN-CHIEF. HE HAD TAKEN THE JOB WITHOUT 
p SALARY. HIS ACCOUNTS AMOUNTED TO 449=THOUSAND, 

261 DOLLARS AND FIFTY-ONE CENTS, AUDITORS FOUND HE 
WAS IN ERROR BY LESS THAN ONE DOLLAR, /DURKE DAVIS 
CONCLUDES HIS BOOK WITH WASHINGTON'S LAST APPEARANCE 
IN CONGRESS AS COMMANDER OF THE ARMED FORCES. HE 
SPEAKS FOR ONLY THREE MINUTES, IN A MOVING RESIGNATION 
OF HIS COMMISSION, LEAVING WHAT HE CALLED "THE GREAT 


THEATRE OF ACTION" FOR A LIFE OF RETIREMENT AT MOUNT 


EDITOR: 
CCONT'D) 
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VERNON, HIS CLAIM ON THAT INDULGENCE WOULD BE BRIEF, 
FOR HE WAS STILL THE INDISPENSABLE MAN, AND WOULD SOON 
BE AMERICA'S FIRST PRESIDENT, 


YOU'VE BEEN LISTENING TO FROM THE BOOKSHELF. « « 


ANOTHER IN THE WEEKLY SERIES OF VOICE OF AMERICA 
REPORTS ON BOOKS AMERICANS ARE READING. JOIN US 


NEXT -e--- CAT THIS TIME) FOR ANOTHER SELECTION. .« .« 


FROM THE BOOKSHELF. THIS IS -ee------— Sen ee 


4 #4 


WJL/CAK 


